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ceased. It was the first sustained effort by Burma to develop
friendly relations with a foreign power.
The Indian frontier on the other hand, like the Siamese,
became the scene of growing disorder. Bodawpaya's repeated
demands for forced labour and conscript service, and the
rapacity of his local officials, drove the Arakanese into desperate
resistance. In 1794 large-scale rebellion flared up. The rebels
were assisted by armed bands from the Chittagong district,
where thousands of refugees were settled. Against the strong
forces sent in by the Burmese the revolt collapsed as suddenly
as it had begun, and again crowds of Arakanese took refuge
inside British territory. They were pursued by a Burmese
force of 5000 men, which crossed the river Naaf and established
a base on the British side of the frontier.
To Colonel Erskine, who was despatched by Calcutta to
deal with the incident, the Governor of Arakan explained that
his orders were to capture three Arakanese chiefs, who were
rebel leaders. Erskine promised to apprehend the men, and if on
investigation the charges against them were substantiated, to
hand them over to the Burmese. This was done, and the whole
Burmese force retired across the border with their captives.
The British authorities, distinctly worried by the possible
consequences of this dangerous situation, decided that an
attempt must be made to place relations with Burma on a
proper footing. Since the days of Captain Alves and the
evacuation of the Bassein factory, official relations between
the two powers had ceased. It was felt to be all the more
necessary to cultivate friendship with Burma, since a new war
with France had just begun, and the French were, not without
cause, suspected of harbouring designs upon Burma as a
possible base for warlike designs against British India. Accord-
ingly in 1795 Sir John Shore, the Governor-General, deputed
Captain Michael Symes as British Ambassador to the Court
of Ava.